
image star under the cursor are given as well. The 

agreement is excellent. In RA it is 0.02 sec (= 0.30 
cos 62° = 0.14 arc-sec) and in DEC better than 0.1 

arc-sec. The indicated magnitude is off from the 
catalog value by a few tenths ofa magnitude unit, 

which is not unreasonable, since color information 
is not being treated carefully. 

Next, we cursor around the image until we 

locate the indicated position of the quasar. Fig. 4 
shows the screen dump for this step. At the point 
given by (02 44 57.6 + 622806) we find a magnitude 

16.3 star-like object, whose coordinates (0244 57.72 
+622806.4) match very nicely with the expected 
values. Thus, we have found our quasar, since there 
is no nearby object which could have interfered 
with this identification. 

Observing Notes 
3C 273 in Virgo (122906.7 +0203 08) 
This was observed with a 13-inch f4.5 reflector 

from I loney Brook, PA (Class 4 site)5 and BOX. 
It was found in an area similar to the star atlas. The 

faint point (12.1 magnitude) oflight helps make a 
right triangle with 2 foreground stars. The distance 
of this quasar is listed by Steinicke las 584Mpc or 
1.9 billion light years! 

4U 0241 +61 in Cassiopeia (0244 57.6 + 62 28 06) 
Th.is was observed with a 20-inch £5 reflector 

from Walters Dam near Blakeslee, PA (Class 3 
site)5 at 529x. It took 3 tries and averted vision 
(Scale 3)5 and saw a very faint object (15.7 

illJgnitude) in the position ofa chart printed from 

MegaStar. The distance is 172 Mpc or 561 million 
lightyears. Steinickellists this as 4U 0241 +62. 

IES 1959+650 in Draco (195959.9 + 650855) 
This BL Lacertae 14.5 magnitude object was 

detectable with. direct Vision with a 20-inch £5 
reflector from Weston, Vermont (Class 2 site)5 
and 272x. Asketch was made. The distance is listed 

as183 Mpc or 597 million light years. 

SBS1116+S18inUrsaMajor(111943.1 +51 

3335) 
This 15'h magnitude quasar was observed with a 

20-inch £5 reflector from Weston, Vermont (class 
2 site)5 and 272x. It was located near Arp's Galaxy 
(16.9 magnitude and not seen) and a sketch was 
made. One of us (]. L.) described the asterism in 
the eyepiece as being similar to Canis Major with 

the quasar as one of its feet. It is 391 Mpc or 1.275 
billion light years away. 

UGC-I0599 (Markanian 501) in Hercules (16 

5352.2 + 394536) 
We observed this BL Lacertae object with a 20­

inch £5 reflector from Weston, Vermont (Class 2 

site)5 and 272x. This was a bright galaxy (magnitude 
13.7) with an AGN and very compact. Steinickel 

lists this at 130 Mpc or a mere 424 million Iy away. 

IRA 17490+2659 in Hercules (17 51 05.5 +26 
5902) 

The last one we observed with the 20-inch £5 
reflector from Weston, Vermont (Class 2 site)5 and 
272x. It wasjust about at the limit ofdirectvision and 
about the same magnitude as 3 nearby stars which 
make a right triangle with it. It is listed as 15.1 
magnitude and 539 Mpc or 1.8 billion ly away. 

Conclusions 
Observing quasars indeed adds another 

dimension to one's observing repertoire and 
increases one's observing and photographic skills 
as well. It is a highly recommended exercise. 
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